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School News

Kona Ice at Grace again Friday, November 8th from 11:30-1 PM

They have a Square reader and can take: credit, debit, cash and tap pay apps.

Prices are $3, $4, $6.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD if you are interested in helping this year the boxes are due Friday, November 15. The boxes will be dedicated in school chapel on Wednesday, November 13. We have boxes available in the school office. (See the insert in Gracelines)

Prayers for our teachers as they travel to and attend the Lutheran Educator's Conference November 24-27.

GLS Band will be in the Lancaster Christmas Parade- The 50th Moonwalk Anniversary: "Twas the Moon Landing Before Christmas" on Saturday, December 7 at 10 AM - come to the parade and cheer on the Crusaders! 

COMMUNITY DISCOUNT CARDS
For only $10 you can get a Community DISCOUNT Card from the School Office that will give you discounts at Casita Lopez, Tom’s, Greenhouse Cafe, Monster Donut, IHOP, and so many more places from now until November 30, 2020! Crad will be on sale through the first week in January 2020.
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(this is not our card, just an image)

Church News
Happy 40th Anniversary to our Handbell Choir!
On Sunday, November 10, we will be giving all praise and glory to God for 40 wonderful years of ringing handbells. The most exciting part of all is presenting, for the first time, the song that was written especially for the choir and the longtime director, Candace Doerfler. Jason Krug was commissioned to write a handbell song and he did an amazing job of incorporating "Onward Christian Soldiers" with the classic "Trumpet Tune". Once the song is performed, Mr. Krug will submit it for publication so anyone can purchase the song. It will have a notation stating it was written specifically for us.  November 10 is also Veteran's weekend, so please be a part of honoring our veterans along with rejoicing over 40 years of having a handbell choir.
We Appreciate all our Veterans and their Families! If you are a veteran, please allow us the honor of recognizing and thanking you and your families for your service to our country during our November 10 church service. By wearing your uniforms to church on November 10, you will provide us the privilege of recognizing and thanking you for the sacrifices you made to keep our country free. If you would like please call Teri in the church office with your name, years and branch served.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
Please take time to gather in God’s House on Wednesday, November 27 at 7:00 p.m. for a Service of Thanksgiving and Praise!

(Watch the weekly bulletin for any changes).

Committee for the Christmas Tree- If you would like to be on this committee as a Leader or Helper please contact Teri Morgan at 661-948-1018. We will be putting the tree up Sunday, December 1 after the church service. This is not a small task so please if you have time to help let us know.

Advent Services/Soup Suppers- Our first midweek Advent soup supper and worship will be on Wednesday, December 4.  Worship 7:00 p.m. with Soup Supper and fellowship at 6:00 p.m.   Other midweek Advent service/soup suppers will be on Wednesdays, December 11 and December 18.
(Watch the weekly bulletin for any changes.)
The Progressive Dinner is fast approaching. It will be on Sunday, December 8th at 5:00 p.m. Would you like to offer your home for one of the courses? You don’t have to do anything but decorate your home & provide water, punch or coffee. The 1st home is soup, the 2nd home is salad and the 3rd home is hearty appetizers. 20 people will be in your home at one time. We would like a large home for the last place with wonderful desserts. We all end up there for good fellowship & singing of carols. Mark your calendar for this fun event. Please call Arlene Klein  at 943-4304 if you are interested in opening your home for this event.
Stewardship Article
St. Paul wrote to the Church of Christ in Corinth: “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7). God loves a cheerful giver. But who is a cheerful giver?

Abel was. By faith, Abel gave the firstborn of his flock, and it was acceptable in God’s sight. Abraham was. By faith, Abraham prepared cakes and a tender choice calf for God and entertained angels unaware. So also were David and Solomon. By faith, David would not make a sacrifice to God that cost him nothing, so he paid Araunah his due. By faith, Solomon built a house for God, where his name would dwell and thereby where He would dwell to be Israel’s God and they His people.

What more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of all those who gave not simply for the joy of giving but for the joy of knowing the One to whom they gave. 

So also our Lord, who for the joy set before Him, gave everything, yes, even His life, enduring the cross and scorning its shame. He gave to the shedding of His blood, willingly and resolutely setting His face toward Jerusalem to die for the life of the world. Though He was rich in every way, He became poor, so that by His poverty we might be rich beyond measure. 

So then, let us – like Abel and Abraham, like David and Solomon, and even like our Lord Jesus Christ – give cheerfully to God for the work of His kingdom in our midst. Like them, let us decide in our heart – for the joy set before us – the joy of knowing the One to whom we give is the One who gives us all good things. 

November Abundance Sunday Collection
For Grace Resource Center
We are collecting gently used outer wear for Grace Resource Center. They will be having their annual coat giveaway on Friday, November 30. Please bring coats, sweaters, hats, gloves and scarves to the bin in the narthex or give to Connie Turner or the church office. Thank you!
Daylight Saving Time ends Sunday, November 3rd at 2:00 a.m.
Don’t forget to set your clocks back 1 hour before you go to sleep on Saturday, November 2nd.

HOMEOWN CHRISTMAS 
High Desert Lutheran Chorale Concert 
Saturday, December 21, 2019 at 4PM 
Lancaster Performing Arts Center 
750 W. Lancaster Blvd, Lancaster CA. 
Tickets are available now from a Chorale member, $20 
For more information you may contact Sharon Hartwig at slhartwig@roadrunner.com or Call 661-942-6408
PRAYERS & SQUARES

During the service on October 13, we dedicated 125 large quilts, 259 pillow case dresses, 148 pair of shorts.  The dresses, shorts were given to Orphan Grain Train of the Southwest.  The quilts were delivered to the Lutheran World Relief pick up point in Pasadena for transport to the LWR distribution center in Baltimore.  From there they will be pack in cargo containers and shipped to their destination where they will be given to people in need of a warm quilt and God’s love. Sometime next year we will receive notice of the country our gifts went.  The most amazing thing with all of these items is they are made from donated fabric, used bed sheets, pillow cases, trims and the work of many loving hands. PRAISE GOD FOR THE BLESSINGS THIS IS TO SO MANY IN NEED OF OUR SUPPORT AND PRAYERS 
Grace Lutheran Church Celebrates Centennial Year – 2021

Rooted in Christ, Grounded in Faith, Growing in God’s Grace


Planning is under way for the 100th Anniversary of Grace Lutheran Church here in Lancaster, CA, and this is the first monthly update on developments for the year-long celebration in 2021.


Since being launched in September, the planning committee met three times in preparation to recommend to the congregational leadership in January a complete schedule of events and activities for 2021. The “official” anniversary date for Grace Lutheran’s charter was June 26, 1921, but the full story of this foundational Christian congregation in Southern California’s Antelope Valley will take far longer than a day to be told.


Grace Lutheran’s Century of Christian Service is being planned as a welcome homecoming to past members and the descendants of many gone before. It will also be a get-acquainted opportunity for everyone in the high desert region wanting to experience the Lutheran way of faith and service.


The all-volunteer centennial planning group welcomes new partners in their mission, and many more will be needed beginning in January 2020 and through the course of 2021.
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Gracelines





GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL





From the President- Ken Szalai





INSIDE GRACELINES





Jesus to those who believed in Him, “ … If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed.”





We will continue in His Word during our vacancy, with visiting Pastors to teach His true Word in Bible class, to preach His true Word in Worship Services, and to administer the Sacraments as Christ instituted them.’  Pray for our congregation, that we remain faithful disciples as we start the process to call the man whom the Holy Spirit wills for us.





LOOKING BACK


The Board approved the Elders to lead the scheduling of Pastors for special worship services (Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday Advent, Christmas, and New Year’ Eve Worship Services. We are also talking with our sister congregations on collaborating on some services





The Board and Elders met with the Vice President of the Pacific Southwest District to review our Pastoral Call process and to provide guidance in securing temporary pastors.





An available experienced candidate for a vacancy Pastor was identified and met with Board and Elders.





Treasurer Diane Grooms reported that we are within our budgeted spending and have no known issues. Principal Gynther reported that with Ms. Heather Jensen on board, the School is operating at 100%. May God continue to bless or Christian School Staff and Students.





Work was restarted on the restroom refurbishment planning





A Thank you to Rev. Niebling for teaching confirmation class











LOOKING AHEAD


Our priority is to secure longer term pastoral services, to proceed quickly in the Pastoral Call Process, and to provide uninterrupted Worship and Bible Class. The visiting Pastors are driving long distances to provide Spiritual encouragement to us. 





We are confident that if we continue in His Word, Christ will bless us richly in this life, and the next.





Kenneth Szalai
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	Sept 22	Sun	131


	Sept 29	Sun	136


	Oct 6		Sun	108


	Oct 13	Sun	126


	


	








Collected the Month of


September 2019


$27,701





Year -to- Date


$247,457








Average Attendance Sept.





    2018            	122


    2019            142





Collected	852,756


Available funds	296,565





Attendance











“My mind belongs to Jesus. He redeemed it with His blood. When evil thoughts torment me, �I choose to think on good.””





Offering





Building Fund (BTBC)





GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL


856 W. Newgrove Street


Lancaster, CA 93534-3092





NON-PROFIT


ORGANIZATION


PAID


LANCASTER, CA


PERMIT No. 200





We’re on the Web!


See us at:


www.gracelancaster.org
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